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Part 1. Legal foundation  

Can we consume any 
Linked Data resource? 

How can we offer our 
Linked Data resources? 

How is currently Linked 
Data being offered? 
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Linked Data as object with Intellectual Property 

Linked Data resources can be works protected by copyright 

 

as long as they are:  

―original mind creations  

―in a tangible medium  

―attributable to a person or collective 
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Linked Data as object with Intellectual Property 

Linked Data resources can be works protected by copyright 

 

as long as they are:  

―original mind creations  

―in a tangible medium  

―attributable to a person or collective 

Are these Linked Data resources protected? 

―RDF Statement 

―Ontology 

―Mapping 

―RDF Dataset 

 4 Rights Declaration in Linked Data 



Linked Data as object with Intellectual Property 

Linked Data resources can be works protected by copyright 

 

As long as they are:  

―original mind creations  

―in a tangible medium  

―attributable to a person or collective 

Are these Linked Data resources protected? 

―RDF Statement?  No 

―Ontology  Certainly (unless trivial) 

―Mapping  Possibly, if handmade and not evident 

―RDF Dataset  Hardly 
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Everthing that is not forbidden is permited 

+
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Copyright rights 
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Sui generis right for databases 

Databases are also protected in some legal systems 
(Europe) as long as there is investment. 
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Sensitive Linked Data 

Consuming Linked Data can be limited if it contains 

 personal information 

 confidential information 

Access and communication are limited. 
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Summing up 

Examples of actions that are limited 

Copy and distribute physical copies of an ontology  

Publish an ontology or dataset in a server 

Integrate the ontology in a local computer to power an application 

Translate (and publish) a dataset 

Copy a database to a local server to power an application  (Europe) 

Integrating and editing  a database to build another one (Europe) 

Storing a dataset with personal data in a non-secured computer 
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Part 2. Technologies for licensing  

Can we consume any 
Linked Data resource? 

How can we offer our 
Linked Data resources? 

How is currently Linked 
Data being offered? 
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One actual exmple 

The British National Bibliography (BNB) lists the books and 
new journal titles published or distributed in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland since 1950. 
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Rights expression for Linked Data 
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Linked Data  

Resource 

offered under certain conditions 

for certain actions 
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Rights expression for Linked Data 
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Linked Data  

Resource 

offered under certain conditions 

for certain actions 

rdf:Statement 

owl:Ontology 

void:Linkset 

void:Dataset 
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Rights expression for Linked Data 
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Linked Data  

Resource 

offered under certain conditions 

for certain actions 

dct:rights 

dct:license 

xhtml:license 

cc:license 

dc:rights 

dc:license 
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Rights expression for Linked Data 
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Linked Data  

Resource 

offered under certain conditions 

for certain actions 

Existing licenses, 

referred by their URI 
 

<http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by> 

Complex expression: Rights 

Expression Languages 
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Part 3. Linked Data Observatory  

Can we consume any 
Linked Data resource? 

How is currently Linked 
Data being offered? 
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How can we offer our 
Linked Data resources? 



Linked Data Observatory: subject – qualitative assessment 
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Linked Data  

Resource 

offered under certain conditions 

for certain actions 

rdf:Statement 

owl:Ontology 

void:Linkset 

void:Dataset 
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Linked Data Observatory: predicates – qualitative assessment 
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Linked Data  

Resource 

offered under certain conditions 

for certain actions 

dct:rights 

dct:license 

xhtml:license 

cc:license 

dc:rights 

dc:license 

Rights Declaration in Linked Data 



Linked Data Observatory: objects – qualitative assessment 
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Linked Data  

Resource 

offered under certain conditions 

for certain actions 

Existing licenses, 

referred by their URI 
 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by 

Complex expression: Rights 

Expression Languages 
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The LOD cloud 
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The LOD cloud is not the Web of Data 
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Example of diversity 
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Geonames offers data with a dual license. LEXVO changed the license in 2013  compared with 

data from 2012 



Example of non-machine readable rights expression 
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Message and call for action 

Message and call for action: 
 
“If you want your Linked Data resource to be 
consumed, make sure you publish a proper rights 
declaration in a machine readable form.” 
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Use known licenses, if they satisfy you. If you need tailored 
rights expressions, take a look at WOP2013 and LDR pattern! 



Thanks! 

Credits:  
Original LOD diagram by Richard Cyganiak and Anja Jentzsch, 
modified version by Víctor Rodríguez offered as CC-BY-SA 
Pictograms by Sergio Palao, modified version by Víctor 
Rodríguez offered as CC-BY-NC-SA 
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